REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – Monday, July 6, 2020

The Cambridge City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 6, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at the Cambridge Community Center and remotely via Zoom (www.cambridge-ia.us) with the following council members present:  Mayor Kovarik, Thom, Baxter, Todd, Macki, McBreen (via Zoom).  Absent:  None.  Visitors:  Lisa Heddens (via Zoom), Michael Cravens (via Zoom), Tracy Crumb (via Zoom), Dona Cowman, Wendy Dubberke, Crystal Hughes, Derek Capito, Sara Spohnheimer, Joe Marchesano.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kovarik at 7:00 p.m.  He led the council and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Kovarik asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the June 1st meeting.  A motion by Macki, seconded by Thom, to approve the minutes as written.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.

Comments from the audience were asked for with Joe Marchesano, Huxley P.D., asking on behalf of Mark Swanson who to contact to make a donation to the fire department and library.

Crystal Hughes, 212 S. Race Street, addressed the council with a complaint about the storage of garbage carts and roll-offs at the Garbage Guys on Center Street.  After discussion, Mayor Kovarik will talk with them about the matter.

Derek Capito and Sara Spohnheimer, J. Von Gutenbosen Corp., 119 Water Street, addressed the council concerning the payment of $8,490 made to them to complete the flashing and down spout repairs on the building.  They felt the amount was not sufficient to also repair the water damage to the soffit that needed to be repaired before the flashing and down spout repairs could be done, and that the Mayor had agreed to cover these repairs.  After discussion, Mayor Kovarik replied that he had not agreed to this, and that this payment represented the last they would be receiving from the city for repairs to the building and would complete the contract.  Ms. Spohnheimer asked that the minutes from previous meetings related to these discussions be amended.  Mayor Kovarik asked her to submit those changes for review.

Lisa Heddens, Story County Board of Supervisors, indicated that she was visiting council meetings within the county.  She stated that county offices remain closed due to Covid-19 but that they were still assisting the public through e-mail and their drop box, and in-person by appointment.  No date has been set for reopening the offices.  The council asked about county resources to cities and to citizens during this time.  She will send a list of available resources to the clerk.

Michael Cravens, 314 W. 4th Street, addressed the council asking that they consider limiting the use of fireworks in the city.  The council responded that the first reading of an ordinance amending the use of fireworks and enforcement of the ordinance will be 

Page 2 – Monday, July 6, 2020

considered tonight.  Todd reviewed the amendment with the council and audience.

Dona Cowman, Wendy Dubberke and Crystal Hughes, Cambridge Library Board, informed the council that the library director has submitted his letter of resignation, his last day will be July 15th.  He is moving due to health issues and the Covid-19 pandemic.  After discussion with the council about the process of hiring a new director, the board will proceed with the same guidelines they used previously.  

Following is a summary of receipts for June:  General Fund, $13,233.48; TIF Fund, $2,377.22; Road Use Tax, $4,949.38; Debt Service, $143.23; C.U.T. Fire Fund, $12,501.56; Library Fund, $1,901.47; Garbage Utility, $9,069.38; Water Utility, $13,117.49; Sewer Utility, $10,070.08.  Total Receipts:  $67,363.29.

Following is a summary of disbursements for June:  General Fund, $34,473.55; TIF Fund, $188,216.63; Road Use Tax, $8,106.15; Debt Service, $6,402.44; C.U.T. Fire Fund, $1,487.98; Library Fund, $520.98; Garbage Utility, $6,549.20; Water Utility, $56,275.95; Sewer Utility, $28,271.11.  Total disbursements:  $330,303.99.

The following list of claims was presented to the council for July:

	AG SOURCE	Analysis	546.00
	ALLIANT ENERGY	Monthly Service	4,406.91
	AMES OUTDOOR SUPPLY	Mower Parts	273.30
	ANKENY SANITATION	Service-June	6,609.20
	BAKER & TAYLOR	Books, DVD’s	314.79
	BARTLESON, SUZETTE	Refund Rental Deposit	50.00
	BLACK, KATHERINE	Refund Rental Fee	200.00
	CAPITAL CITY EQUIPMENT	Parts	69.77
	CITY OF AMES	½ Solid Waste Contract	4,342.00
	CITY OF HUXLEY	¼ Police Contract	14,108.62
	EFTPS	Fed. & FICA W/H	2,718.72
	ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING	Service Call – Siren	169.20
	FELD FIRE	Air Compressor Service,	799.32
		Name Tags
	FIRE SERVICE TRAINING	Registration Fees, Manuals	613.00
	  BUREAU
	FOX ENGINEERING	Fees	1,332.00
	GATEHOUSE MEDIA IOWA	Publishing	157.88
	HAWKINS, INC.	Water Treatment	1,175.49
	HEARTLAND CO-OP	Fuel	676.90
	HOKEL MACHINE SUPPLY	Tractor Parts	156.44
	HUXLEY COMMUNICATIONS	Monthly Service	425.10
	IOWA D N R	Annual Water Supply Fee	94.45
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	IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES	Annual Dues	760.00
	IOWA ONE CALL	Service	31.50
	I P E R S	Retirement	1,739.31
	J. VON GUTENBOSEN CORP.	Final Payment – 119 Water St.	8,490.00
	JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL	Supplies	42.93
	KEMPKER’S TRUE VALUE	Supplies	118.17
	LEWIS LAW FIRM	Legal Services	625.00
	MARCO	Copier Rental, Supplies	147.94
	MENARDS	Supplies	231.38
	MOLLY MAID OF ANKENY	Cleaning Services	735.00
	NATIONWIDE	Surety Bonds	443.00
	U.S. CELLULAR	Monthly Service	72.86
	U.S. POSTMASTER	Billing Postage	140.00
	VISA	Supplies	58.25
	WAGES	Net Wages	9,053.41
	WELLMARK BC/BS	Health Premium	 3,955.86

	TOTAL CLAIMS		$65,883.70

After discussion, a motion by Macki, seconded by Baxter, to accept the receipts and approve all claims for payment.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.

The treasurer’s report, budget balances report, bank reconciliation and list of outstanding checks, and police report were presented and accepted by the council.

Reports from standing committees were asked for with the council discussing the repair of the power washer and the appliance/scrap metal drop-off event scheduled for July 11th.  Macki discussed the proposed archery range, camping at the Josiah Chandler park, and issues with the OHV park.  Thom discussed the Cambridge Opera House project, including bid letting and the proposed schedule for construction.  He also reported that he had submitted a county URA grant for a generator for the City Center.  McBreen reported that she had been unable to find grants available for an electronic sign board.

The first item under old business concerned the wastewater improvements project.  The clerk reported that she had received communications from the IDNR concerning the project’s flood plain status and the environmental review process.

The next item concerned the Cambridge Opera House.  There was no additional discussion or action on this item.

The next item under old business concerned the review of the city code related to fire and building codes.  Todd reported that the fireworks ordinance amendment as drafted contained some errors, and she would be contacting the city attorney to clarify it.
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The next item concerned the hiring of an assistant public works director.  Mayor Kovarik reported that 6 applications had been submitted.  He and Public Works Director Dale Hennick will begin the interview process next week.

The last item under old business concerned the construction of a new radio tower for Story County.  The clerk submitted paperwork from StoryComm outlining minor modifications in the plan, primarily related to the location of the tower on the property.

The first item under new business was a notice from the Story County Board of Supervisors announcing a grant program for the purchase of police/fire/rescue radios.  The grants will be offered on the basis of need by jurisdictions.  Mayor Kovarik indicated that they will also have loaner radios available.

Resolution No. 20-14, “A Resolution Setting the Salaries for Employees of the City for the Year 2020/2021” was presented to the council.  A motion by Macki, seconded by Thom, was made to approve the new salaries.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 20-15, “Appropriation Transfer Between Activities Within Programs”, was presented to the council.  A motion by Macki, seconded by Thom, was made to approve the transfers.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 20-16, “Administrative Budgetary Transfers”, was presented to the council.  A motion by Macki, seconded by Thom, was made to approve the transfers.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.

Ordinance No. 20-A, “An Ordinance Amending The Code Of Ordinances Of The City Of Cambridge, Iowa, 2014 By Amending Chapter 41-14 Pyrotechnics”, was presented to the council.  A motion by Thom, seconded by Baxter, was made to approve the ordinance on its first reading.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  The second reading of the ordinance amendment will be at the regular August council meeting.

Ordinance No. 20-B, “An Ordinance Amending The Code Of Ordinances Of The City Of Cambridge, Iowa, 2014 By Adding A New Chapter, Chapter 140, To The Code Governing Driveways And Parking Pads”, was presented to the council.  A motion by Todd, seconded by Macki, was made to approve the ordinance on its first reading.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  The second reading of the ordinance amendment will be at the regular August council meeting.

Ordinance No. 20-C, “An Ordinance Amending The Code Of Ordinances Of The City Of Cambridge, Iowa, 2014 By Adding Two (2) New Sections Limiting The Accumulation Of Junk And Failure To Maintain Structures To Chapter 50”, was presented to the council.  
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A motion by Macki, seconded by Thom, was made to approve the ordinance on its first reading.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  The second reading of the ordinance amendment will be at the regular August council meeting.

Ordinance No. 20-D, “An Ordinance Amending The Code Of Ordinances Of The City Of Cambridge, Iowa, 2014 By Adding A New Section Limiting The Parking In Yards To Section 69”, was presented to the council.  A motion by Thom, seconded by Baxter, was made to approve the ordinance on its first reading.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Baxter, Macki, McBreen, Thom, Todd.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  The second reading of the ordinance amendment will be at the regular August council meeting.

Mayor/Council comments were asked for Mayor Kovarik relaying information he received at the county emergency management meeting concerning the pandemic, including the number of cases, hospitalizations, the impact on businesses, and recommendations for schools.  The council decided to continue to keep city buildings closed for July and to re-evaluate at the August regular meeting.  They would also like to encourage citizens to look after your neighbors during this time, and to seek help if you need it.  Macki stated that as a community leader, he full supports our police department and its officers.  That statement was supported by the Mayor and council.

A motion by Macki, seconded by Thom, to adjourn the meeting.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.


______________________________                         ______________________________
Debra L. Thompson, City Clerk                               Steven P. Kovarik, Mayor




